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stayed with us in London, at her request we asked
various experts to meet her at our flat to discuss
economic problems. The remarkable fact about this
Government was that though it was proclaimed illegal,
and the English Government was in nominal possession,
yet the former's decisions were respected and carried
out. People appealed to it who did not belong to the
Republican party. They found its judgments fair.
Unionist writers say the Republican Court's land
decisions were welcomed by both sides. This Repub-
lican Government also appealed to Ireland for a
quarter of a million for the carrying out of their
work, and the money came in. The farming class,
freed from conscription, were grateful and subscribed
well, it is said.
The Irish-American delegates came over to inquire
into the condition of the country at the time when
things were beginning to be worse again. The English
authorities were making arrests, and Mr. de Valera's
civil army began to operate as rescue parties. Police
who were regarded as spies were on several occasions
assassinated, I regret to say. The Bail appointed a
Commission to undertake an industrial inquiry into
the possibility of developing Ireland's resources. This
body was declared illegal. Meetings of the County
Councils summoned to confer with them on the utilisa-
tion of water power were prohibited. In August 1919
a party of soldiers were attacked at Fermoy and their
arms stolen. Retaliation by the other side followed.
In September 1919 the English Government pro-
claimed Sinn Fein an illegal association in certain
counties, and the Dail was proclaimed an illegal
assembly. It must be remembered that its members
were elected in 1918, under the new British Franchise
Act, as the country's representatives, aiid the Home
Rule Act had been passed five years before.